SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1017 JEFFERSON ST * FOLLANSBEE WV 26037

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/
Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/
Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and
23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt
1:1-17
Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25
Saturday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Sacramental Schedule

Sunday Masses

Saturday .................. 4:00 PM
Sunday ...........oooeenn 8:00AM &
10:30AM
Weekday Masses

Monday .......c.coceiiiiiiin NO Mass
Tuesday .......ccoeveiniiennnn. 6:00PM
Wednesday ...........ccennenen. 7:30AM
Thursday ..........ccoeoeveenne. 6:00 PM
Friday ..........cooooi 7:30AM

Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass 6:00PM
Confessions: Saturday 3pm-3:30PM or by appointment

Baptism & Marriage: Please contact the parish office as soon as
possible to begin Sacramental Preparation and scheduling.

OCIA: Please contact the parish office for more information.

Parish Prayer Line: Please call
Mary Catherine Croce (304-527-3150)

Pastor.......... Rev. Gerald Muoka.... gmuoka@dwc.org.

Parish Secretary:... Cindy McDaniel
stanthonychurch@comcast.net

Music Director ....Attilio Boni - 304-670-2745

Sacramental Prep, Adult Formation, OCIA—Fred & Chris
Welshans - sacdre@comcast.net

Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry
Jen Turbanic— jturbanicyouth@st-anthonyfwv.org

St. Francis Centre Manager.....Jim DeMundo - 304-559-7454
Or Nikki 304-527-4577
St. Francis Centre Hall - 304-527-1279

Parish Staff & Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30am - 3:30
304-527-2286

304-527-2548 (fax)




Holy Orders

Any man exploring the possibility of becoming a Priest or Deacon
or anyone contemplating Religious Life should contact Fr. Ger-
ald.

Baptism

Parents should contact Fred & Chris Welshans to make arrange-
ments.

Reconciliation and Penance

Celebrated on Saturdays from 3 pm — 3:30 pm at the

parish.

Holy Eucharist First

Communion is celebrated every year in the spring for children in
the second grade

Matrimony

Engaged couples should contact Father Gerald at least six months
before the desired wedding date.

Confirmation

Scheduled every two years

Anointing of the Sick

Please contact Father Gerald. Catholics are encouraged to receive
this sacrament before surgery.

Becoming Catholic (OCIA)

Any non-Catholic interested in becoming a Catholic Christian can
contact Fred & Chris Welshans for information regarding The
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults.

CCD/PSR Sundays 9:15-10:15 during the school year.
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Sanctuary Lamp is burning in memory of
DJ McDANIEL

December 13th - December 19th
Requested by Marie Chiodo
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TUESDAY: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be held on
Tuesdays from 5:30-6pm.

WEDNESDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

O Come let us adore Him! Jesus said to the apostles in
the garden on the night before He died for us, “Could
you not watch one hour with Me.” (Mt 26:40) . He is
now asking each of us to open our hearts and come
spend 1 hour with Him in Eucharistic Adoration every
Wednesday here at St Anthony’s between 8am and
12pm. Our Lord deserves that we spend time with Him
and He is waiting. Worshiping the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is a powerful prayer
with many blessings. Sign up sheets are available in
the entry of the church.

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION Friday after 7:30am mass

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
The overall goal for the 2025 Catholic Sharing Appeal
is 2 million dollars. Our goal at St. Anthony is $22,300.
We have reached 48% of our goal with a total of
$10,740 in donations from 55 gifts. Every dollar raised
over 50% comes back to our Parish. For more infor-
mation on the appeal, please visit w.w.w.dwc.org/csa.
Thank you for your consideration to our goal.

December 14, 2023 Third Week of Advent Year A
How Does Decorating for Christmas Reflect Our
Faith?

Today’s readings focus on the prophecy of Isaiah 25,
which Jesus says he fulfilled (Matthew 11). The prophe-
cy paints a beautiful picture of what salvation looks like:
“The desert will rejoice and bloom... with abundant flow-
ers and rejoice with joyful song [and] will see the splen-
dor of our God. Here is your God... he comes to save
you. ... The eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears of
the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a stag,
then the tongue of the mute will sing. Those whom the
Lord ransomed will return... singing... crowned with ev-
erlasting joy... and gladness...” If ever you are tempted
to think that religion is boring or ruins all fun, read that
passage from Isaiah again!

As we prepare for Christmas this Advent, our hearts
should swell with anticipation like little children eager to
open presents. Jesus comes to bring us beauty, life, and
joy! Holly, poinsettias, Christmas carols, brightly lit
homes, delicious treats, all are meant to point us to the
most wonderful thing of all — Jesus is God coming to
crown us with everlasting joy and gladness.

COLLECTION December 6th & December 7th
Contribution Envelopes EARLY BULLETIN
Loose Contribution SUBMISSION
Debt Reduction

Total for Operating Acct:
Attendance:

Online Giving

St. Anthony Bread
Friday Friends
Major Improvements

Thank you for your stewardship! Your generous donations will help to keep
our obligations current. Reminder: please use the contribution envelopes
provided to ensure the appropriate credit to your account.

Grief Support Group

Find Comfort and Support in Your Journey Through Grief. Join
our Grief Support Group, a safe and compassionate space to share,
heal, and find hope. Open to all who are navigating loss. When: 1st
and 3rd Thursdays of every month, starting at 5:00 PM Where: St.
John the Evangelist Parish Hall. No registration required. Come as
you are, and bring a friend if you wish. For more info contact The-
resa Kowcheck 304-914-7471

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop,
ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for
additional information and reporting methods.




MASS INTENTION

Eucharistic

Mass Lector Minister Server

4pm Janet McFadden Carolyn DiPasquale Kathi Rodgers
8am Sarah Bayardi

Lynn Wright David Velegol

10:30am Tom Davidson Kathi Andreozzi ~ Mary Nicoloan

Saturday Dec 13,2025  4:00pm People of the Parish
Sunday Dec 14,2025  8:00am Marca Gaudio Renkel+ Req by Cathy & Martin Gaudio
Sunday Dec 14,2025 10:30am Sam Bjelact+ Req by Christine Bjelac
Monday Dec 15,2025  7:30am No Mass
Tuesday Dec 16,2025 6:00pm Leticia Orsini+ Req by Kathi & Mike Rodgers
Wednesday Dec 17,2025  7:30am Mark & Mariann Brice (Wedding Anniv) Req by Julie Elkinton
Thursday Dec 18,2025  6:00pm Hugh & Bernadine McCaffrey+ Req by Family
Friday @ Dec 19,2025  7:30am Patrick Di Giacinto+ Req by Cathy DiGiacinto
Saturday Dec 20,2025 4:00pm Patty Micucci+ Req by Debbie Nemeth
Sunday Dec 21,2025  8:00am People of the Parish
Sunday, Dec 21,2025 10:30am Dolfo Ficcat+ Req by Family
Liturgical Minister Schedule Dec 20th & Dec 21st ANNOUNCEMENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
® Dec 14 Religious Retirement Fund Collection

e DEC 16 Liturgical Environmental Com meeting 6:30
in the Emmaus Room to discuss Christmas
decorating. All our welcome

® Dec 18 Advent Penance & Reconciliation 6:30pm
® Dec 21 Altar & Rosary Parish Christmas Breakfast

® Dec 21 Church decorating 12:30 all are welcome
e Dec 22 Church decorating 6pm all are welcome

® Dec 24 Christmas Eve Masses at 4pm and Midnight
® Dec 25 Christmas Day Mass at 9am

® Dec 25 Catholic Charities of WV Collection

® Dec 31 Mass 4pm
e Jan 1 Mass 9am

; November 16th - December 14th A
" The Altar & Rosary Society will be collecting warm winter hats,

-‘ scarves, gloves and socks for the HOMELESS of all ages. Your,
y generosity will be appreciated on those cold winter days and the people ’
s of the Friendship Room will thank you!

WINDOW CANDLES FOR CHRISTMAS: Call the office
to reserve a window candle for a special intention or in
memory of a loved one for Christmas. Candles are $40.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Michael Burd, Linda Cipriani, Lorraine Durante,

Bill McFadden, Ed Nutter, Carmel Esposito,
Donna Norman & Ken Norman, Antoinette Perkins,
Addynn (Boo) Wood, Jeff & Ruth Ann Yost, Marie Reck,
Emma Stevenson, LaVerne Sutak, Leonard Henline

ANNOINTING WITH OIL SERVICE
Every First Friday of the month after the 7:30am Mass

HOME VISITS Fr. Gerald is available every Friday for home visits.
Please contact the office to schedule your visit.

MASS INTENTIONS Suggested cost is $10 for weekday and $20
for weekend and holidays. The Sanctuary Lamp is also available for a
suggested cost of $10 per week.

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS If you are a family member or are
requesting a Mass and would like to take the gifts to the Altar, please
inform the ushers prior to the Mass.

ALTAR AND ROSARY SOCIETY Meetings will be held on the
third Sunday of the month following the 8am Mass. All women are
welcome. Any questions call Marge Gaudio at (304) 670-7027.

HOLY NAME Meetings will be held every 2nd Sunday of the
month after 8am Mass. Meetings will resume in April 2026.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS

LITURGICAL ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP
AND ALL VOLUNTEERS
MEETING DECEMBER 16TH AT 6:30 PM
DECORATING: SUNDAY, DEC. 21st AT 12:30 &
MONDAY, DEC. 22nd AT 6pm

ALTAR & ROSARY PARISH CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST
Sunday, December 21st after the 8am Mass in our
church hall. Price is $10 at the door. Come and enjoy
good food, fellowship and prizes. Sign up sheet is in
the back of church by December 17th.

Altar & Rosary Members: Please remember to mail
your Secret Angel Reveal cards to the person you have
been keeping in your prayers.

REACH thanks everyone for the soup donations
and for continuing to help others in need.
Your generosity is deeply appreciated.

NEW YEARS EVE MASS SCHEDULE
Sign up sheet in the back of church for
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers & Altar Servers for
Dec. 31st Mass at 4pm and
Jan 1st Mass at 9am

Please call the office to add or remove names.




