
SAINT ANTHONY 
 CATHOLIC CHURCH   

                                          1017 JeffeRSON ST * fOLLANSbee WV 26037 

DecembeƝ 21, 2025 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

St. Anthony Catholic Church Mission Statement: We as a parish family strive  to be a vibrant  
Catholic Community supporting and nurturing each person on his or her faith journey with Christ. 

Sacramental Schedule  
Sunday Masses 

 Saturday ……………...4:00 PM 
Sunday ……………….. 8:00 AM & 10:30AM 

Weekday Masses 
Monday …………………….NO Mass 
Tuesday ……………………. 6:00PM 
Wednesday ………………….7:30AM 
Thursday ……………………. 6:00 PM 
Friday ………………………..7:30AM 

Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass 6:00PM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3pm-3:30PM or by appointment 
 

Baptism & Marriage: Please contact the parish office as soon as  
possible to begin Sacramental Preparation and scheduling. 

 
OCIA: Please contact the parish office for more information. 

 
Parish Prayer Line: Please call  

Mary Catherine Croce (304-527-3150) 

 
gmuoka@dwc.org  

              Readings for the week of February 1, 2026 
 
Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10/1 Cor 1:26-
31/Mt 5:1-12a 
Monday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 
or 2:22-32 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-
6/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 
12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/Mk 6:30-34 

 
Pastor…….… Rev. Gerald Muoka….  gmuoka@dwc.org. 
 
Parish Secretary:… Cindy McDaniel 
                                   stanthonychurch@comcast.net                           
         
Music Director ….Attilio Boni -  304-670-2745 

 
Sacramental Prep, Adult Formation, OCIA—Fred & Chris Welshans  
-  sacdre@comcast.net 
 
Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry   
Jen Turbanic— jturbanicyouth@st-anthonyfwv.org 
 
St. Francis Centre Manager…..Jim DeMundo - 304-559-7454 
                                                        Or Nikki 304-527-4577 
St. Francis Centre Hall - 304-527-1279 

 
Parish Staff & Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
8:30am - 3:30 
 304-527-2286    

              304-527-2548 (fax) 

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Holy Orders Any man exploring the possibility of becoming a Priest or Deacon 
or anyone contemplating Religious Life should contact Fr. Gerald. 
Baptism Parents should contact Fred & Chris Welshans to make arrangements. 
Holy Eucharist First Communion is celebrated every year in the spring for 
children in the second grade 
Matrimony Engaged couples should contact Father Gerald at least six months 
before the desired wedding date. 
Confirmation Scheduled every two years 
Anointing of the Sick Please contact Father Gerald. Catholics are encouraged to 
receive this sacrament before surgery. 
Becoming Catholic (OCIA) 
Any non-Catholic interested in becoming a Catholic Christian can contact Fred & 
Chris Welshans for information regarding The Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults. 
CCD/PSR Sundays 9:15-10:15 during the school year. 



To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and 
reporting methods.  

 
 

 
 

Sanctuary Lamp is burning in memory of                                               
PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

 January 31st—February 6th 
  Requested by Saint Anthony Parish Family 

     COLLECTIONS   Jan 24th & Jan 25th, 2026       
 
       Contribution Envelopes                  $.00 
       Loose Contribution                         $.00          
       Children’s Dues                               $.00                       
       Debt Reduction                                $.00                                                                       
       First Offering                                   $.00                                       
       Solemnity of Mary                           $.00 
                                         
        Total for Oper. Acct:                      $ .00    
         Attendance:                                                            
 
        St. Anthony Bread                           $0.00                                                                       
        Friday Friends                                 $.00                                               
        Major Improvements                      $.00  
        Church /Developing World            $.00                 
 
Thank you for your stewardship! Your generous donations will help to keep 
our obligations current. Reminder: please use the contribution envelopes 
provided to ensure the appropriate credit to your account.                       

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL                                                                                                      
The  overall goal for the 2025 Catholic Sharing Appeal is  2 million 
dollars. Our goal at St. Anthony is $22,300. We have reached 51% 
of our goal with a total of $11,355 in donations from 58 gifts. Every 
dollar raised over 50% comes back to our Parish. For more infor-
mation on the appeal, please visit w.w.w.dwc.org/csa.   

What is True Humility?  Humility comes in many 
forms, not all of them good.  There are those who have 
no ambition, who do not try, because they feel they 
don’t have any strengths or any abilities worth us-
ing.  There are those who put themselves down.  That’s 
not how today’s readings define humility.  Humility 
doesn’t even look at myself to evaluate, but looks at 
God.  For example, in today’s first reading, God says that 
he will take care of the “humble and lowly, who shall 
take refuge in the name of the LORD,” who “do no 
wrong and speak no lies” and “who have observed his 
law” (Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13). In other words, God 
takes care of those who are focused on Him, not focused 
on succeeding at the power game by any means possi-
ble.  This is repeated in our Gospel from Matthew 5 - 
when Jesus gives his “beatitudes,” and says those who 
are poor in spirit, meek, hungry for righteousness, mer-
ciful, and clean of heart are “blessed.”  In fact, St. Paul 
claims that there is an advantage to not having worldly 
power or noble birth, for “God chose the foolish of the 
world and… the weak of the world… and the lowly and 
despised of the world, those who count for nothing, so 
that no human being might boast before the Lord… so 
that, as it is written, ‘Whoever boasts, should boast in 
the Lord’” (1 Corinthians 1:26-31).  When we get to re-
lying on our own strength and efforts, we start focusing 
on ourselves, and run the danger of losing humility, los-
ing our knowledge that God is the one who gives us all 
that we need.  The Mass is a great time to re-focus on 
the Lord. 

Homily for the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time of the Year A -  
                       Following the Divine Script 
In 1833, a young man who later became a Cardinal and even-
tually a saint, St. John Cardinal Newman, was returning by 
sea from Italy to his home country, England. While the boat 
was detained in Sicily, young Newman was struck down by a 
fever that nearly took his life. Stranded, homesick,  and dev-
astated, he composed a hymn that best expressed his emotion-
al state and what St. John of the Cross called the dark night 
of the soul and the desire to experience the light at the end of 
the tunnel: 
           Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom, 
           Lead thou me on! 
          The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
           Lead thou me on! 
          Keep thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
          The distant scene,–one step enough for me. 
 
      My dear friends, the lyrics of this song are soothing for all 
who are experiencing gloom and darkness. Despite walking 
through the valleys of the shadow of death by suffering a 
strange sickness that almost took him to his early grave, John 
was committed to following the divine script. He recognized 
God’s omnipotence in leading him to see the great light again.  
Young John Henry Newman may have been inspired by Isai-
ah’s prophecy in the first reading, “The people who walked in 
the darkness have seen a great light.” That was a message of 
consolation and hope addressed to a people, Zebulun and 
Naphtali of the Northern Israel, who wandered in gloom and 
darkness, threatened by the assaults and subjugation by the 
Assyrians. Like the land of Zebulun and Naphtali, we, too, 
have our moments of darkness. And like St. John Cardinal 
Newman, we have our moments of encircling gloom, and in 
the words of St. John of the Cross, we sometimes experience 
the dark night of the soul, when we perceive emptiness and 
meaninglessness all over. It might be grief - the loss of a loved 
one or lifelong partner, unemployment, economic hardship, a 
new diagnosis, rejection, loneliness, or when life becomes 
meaningless and fruitless. All these can only throw us into 
temporary darkness, but the light of Christ will shine through 
in your circumstances. 
      One thing we need to do is follow the divine script. The 
whole life and ministry of Jesus were anchored on fulfilling 
the divine script. He knew God had a plan for all his steps. 
That is why every one of his prayers was, "Not my will, but 
your will, Father." Jesus never followed his own script. 
      Today's gospel corroborates with the first reading, espe-
cially in fulfilling God's plan for the land of Zebulun and 
Naphtali to experience Christ, the light of the world (John 
8:12). Hence, heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away (Matthew 24:35). 
       Take Home Messages 
            1. We need to reflect today and ask ourselves whether 
we are following the divine script or our own script. Spot your 
darkness, take it to the scripture for lectio divina, and redis-
cover God’s master plan for your situation. The scripture 
says, “My plans for you are for good and not for disas-
ter” (Jeremiah 29:11) 
            2. No matter what you're going through, always know 
that light will prevail against darkness. Be patient, consistent, and 
faithful. And like St. John Cardinal Newman, we do not need 
to see the distant scene, but one step at a time is enough for us.  

God bless you! Fr. Gerald Muoka 



MASS INTENTION 
        Saturday  Jan 31, 2026      4:00pm          Geno Santangelo+                                       Req by Family         
       Sunday    Feb 01, 2026      8:00am          People of the Parish 
       Sunday    Feb 01, 2026    10:30am          Tom Puskarich+                                          Req by Donna Shalvis 
       Monday   Feb 02, 2026                                  No Mass 
      Tuesday    Feb 03, 2026     6:00pm          Tim Ott+                                                      Req by Debbie Shaffer 
 Wednesday    Feb 04, 2026     7:30am          Virgil & Julie Elkinton (Anniv. Blessing)   Req by  Julie Elkinton  
                                                  7:30am          FIRST FRIDAY Anointing with Oil   
    Thursday    Feb 05, 2026      6:00pm          Charles Petrilla+                                          Req by Chuffy & Terry Mains 
      Friday       Feb 06,2026      7:30am           Janet Meade (Birthday Blessing)                Req by Julie Elkinton      
      Saturday   Feb 07, 2026      4:00pm          Joe Kurcina+                                               Req by Wilkerson Family       
      Sunday     Feb 08, 2026      8:00am          Thanksgiving to Our Lady of Lourdes        Req by Karen Highfield                
      Sunday,    Feb 08, 2026    10:30am           People of the Parish 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Michael Burd, Linda Cipriani, Lorraine Durante,  

Bill McFadden, Ed Nutter, Carmel Esposito, 
 Ken Norman, Antoinette Perkins, 

Addynn (Boo) Wood, Jeff & Ruth Ann Yost,  
Marie Reck, Emma Stevenson,  

LaVerne Sutak, Leonard Henline, 
Dave Owens, Sandra Lou Watsonberg 

                 Please call the office to add or remove names. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANNOINTING WITH OIL SERVICE 
Every First Friday of the month after the 7:30am Mass 
 
HOME VISITS  Fr. Gerald is available every Friday for home visits. 
Please contact the office to schedule your visit.   
 
MASS INTENTIONS  Suggested cost is $10 for weekday and $20 for 
weekend and holidays. The Sanctuary Lamp is also available for a sug-
gested cost of $10 per week.  
 
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS  If you are a family member or are 
requesting a Mass and would like to take the gifts to the Altar,  please 
inform the ushers prior to the Mass. 

ALTAR AND ROSARY SOCIETY  Meetings will be held on the 
third Sunday of the month following the 8am Mass. All women are 
welcome. Any questions call Marge Gaudio at (304) 670-
7027.Meetings will resume in April 2026 

HOLY NAME Meetings will be held every 2nd Sunday of the month 
after 8am Mass. Meetings will resume in April 2026. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
FEB 6 FIRST FRIDAY 7:30am MASS with OIL ANNOINTING 
FEB 8 Church Mission in the United States Collection 
FEB 25 120th Anniversary Planning Meet 6pm Emmaus Room 
 

 Liturgical Minister Schedule Feb 7th & Feb 8th 

                                            Eucharistic 
Mass     Lector                     Minister                   Server 
  
4pm    Carla Morris         Kathi Rodgers   Mary Nicoloan 
 
8am     A. Perkins           Chris Bayardi     D. Velegol/Z. Border 
 
10:30am Tina Owens     Chelsea Micucci   Guy Casinelli 

 

 
 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST IN OUR CHURH HALL 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15TH  
9:00 AM TO 10:15 AM 

Hosted by St. Anthony Liturgy Com. & Confirmation Class 
Menu: pancakes, eggs, bacon, orange juice, coffee 

 
Anthony Vento (St. Peter’s) offered to assist us in making 

the breakfast similar to their event. 
PLEASE SIGN UP IN BACK OF CHURCH 

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE  
GREATLY APPRECIATED 

TUESDAY: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be held 
on Tuesdays from 5:30-6pm. 
 
WEDNESDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
O Come let us adore Him! Jesus said to the apostles in the gar-
den on the night before He died for us, “Could you not watch 
one hour  with Me.” (Mt 26:40) . He is now asking each of us to 
open our hearts and come spend 1 hour with Him in Eucharistic 
Adoration every Wednesday here at St Anthony’s between 8am 
and 12pm. Our Lord deserves that we spend time with Him and 
He is waiting. Worshiping the Real Presence of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is a powerful prayer with many blessings. 
Sign up sheets are available in the entry of the church. 
 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION   Friday after 7:30am mass 


