
SAINT ANTHONY 
 CATHOLIC CHURCH   

                                          1017 JeffeRSON ST * fOLLANSbee WV 26037 

DecembeƝ 21, 2025 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

St. Anthony Catholic Church Mission Statement: We as a parish family strive  to be a vibrant  
Catholic Community supporting and nurturing each person on his or her faith journey with Christ. 

Sacramental Schedule  
Sunday Masses 

 Saturday ……………...4:00 PM 
Sunday ……………….. 8:00 AM & 10:30AM 

Weekday Masses 
Monday …………………….NO Mass 
Tuesday ……………………. 6:00PM 
Wednesday ………………….7:30AM 
Thursday ……………………. 6:00 PM 
Friday ………………………..7:30AM 

Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass 6:00PM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3pm-3:30PM or by appointment 
 

Baptism & Marriage: Please contact the parish office as soon as  
possible to begin Sacramental Preparation and scheduling. 

 
OCIA: Please contact the parish office for more information. 

 
Parish Prayer Line: Please call  

Mary Catherine Croce (304-527-3150) 

 
gmuoka@dwc.org  

Readings for the week of January 11, 2026 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-
38/Mt 3:13-17 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14
-20 Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 
1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-
9, 10/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mk 2:13-1 

 
Pastor…….… Rev. Gerald Muoka….  gmuoka@dwc.org. 
 
Parish Secretary:… Cindy McDaniel 
                                   stanthonychurch@comcast.net                           
         
Music Director ….Attilio Boni -  304-670-2745 

 
Sacramental Prep, Adult Formation, OCIA—Fred & Chris Welshans  
-  sacdre@comcast.net 
 
Director of Religious Education & Youth Ministry   
Jen Turbanic— jturbanicyouth@st-anthonyfwv.org 
 
St. Francis Centre Manager…..Jim DeMundo - 304-559-7454 
                                                        Or Nikki 304-527-4577 
St. Francis Centre Hall - 304-527-1279 

 
Parish Staff & Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
8:30am - 3:30 
 304-527-2286    

              304-527-2548 (fax) 

JANUARY 11, 2026 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

Holy Orders Any man exploring the possibility of becoming a Priest or Deacon 
or anyone contemplating Religious Life should contact Fr. Gerald. 
Baptism Parents should contact Fred & Chris Welshans to make arrangements. 
Holy Eucharist First Communion is celebrated every year in the spring for 
children in the second grade 
Matrimony Engaged couples should contact Father Gerald at least six months 
before the desired wedding date. 
Confirmation Scheduled every two years 
Anointing of the Sick Please contact Father Gerald. Catholics are encouraged to 
receive this sacrament before surgery. 
Becoming Catholic (OCIA) 
Any non-Catholic interested in becoming a Catholic Christian can contact Fred & 
Chris Welshans for information regarding The Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults. 
CCD/PSR Sundays 9:15-10:15 during the school year. 



To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child 
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, 
ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

 
 

 
 

Sanctuary Lamp is burning in memory of                                               
HUGH CUNNINGHAM & CHIODO FAMILIES 

 January 10th- January 16th 
  Requested by Frances Cunningham 

COLLECTIONS         Dec 24/25     Dec 28/25     Jan 4/26 
 
Contribution Envelopes   $5200.00    $2990.00      $3937.00 
Loose Contribution            $684.00      $348.00        $378.00 
Children’s Dues                                        $2.00            $2.00    
Debt Reduction                                                            $55.00          
Christmas Flowers                                  $70.00 
Immaculate Conception                          $45.00 
First Offering                                                             $550.00 
Solemnity of Mary                                                     $712.00 
 
Total for Oper. Acct:        $5884.00    $3455.00      $5634.00 
Attendance:                                305            191              205 
 
Religious Retirement                              $20.00 
Catholic Charities                                 $923.00      
 
St. Anthony Bread                                  $25.00                                                           
Friday Friends                                         $25.00        $190.00                        
Major Improvements                             $150.00        $150.00  
         
On-line Giving for Operating Acct  
12/1-12/31/2025                                           $3756.00      

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL                                                                                                      
The  overall goal for the 2025 Catholic Sharing Appeal is  2 million 
dollars. Our goal at St. Anthony is $22,300. We have reached 49% 
of our goal with a total of $10,830 in donations from 56 gifts. Every 
dollar raised over 50% comes back to our Parish. For more infor-
mation on the appeal, please visit w.w.w.dwc.org/csa.   

Baptism of the Lord Year A What does “Anointed” Mean? 
Today’s second reading from Acts 10 says, “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power.”  What 
does “anointed” mean?  In Greek, it is said chrio, and it 
means to pour on oil/chrisma.  In fact, the Greek word 
“Christ” means “anointed.”  Many centuries before Jesus, 
God instructed the people of Israel to “anoint” their priests 
and kings at the beginning of the work, and when King Da-
vid was anointed, “from that day on, the spirit of the 
Lord rushed upon David” (Exodus 28:41; 1 Samuel 16:12-
13).  The Holy Spirit gave David help to be a king and also a 
priest and prophet (Psalm 110:4; Acts 2:30).  At Jesus’ bap-
tism, no oil was used, but he was anointed as “he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon him” 
and heard a voice from heaven saying, “This is my beloved 
Son” (Matthew 3:17).  When we are baptized, we also re-
ceive God’s Spirit, are adopted as God’s beloved children, 
and are anointed with oil to share in Christ’s mission of 
priest, prophet, and king (to offer sacrifice to God, to speak 
God’s words to others, and to guide and protect those 
around us) (Catechism 1213;1241;783).   

Homily for the Epiphany of the Lord - Why Are They Called Wise Men?   
 After a beautiful homily on the Epiphany of the Lord, a 
lady stopped and asked the priest, “Do you know why God gave 
the star to the wise men?” The poor priest, who had no idea, 
humbly confessed his ignorance. She told him, “God knows men 
are too proud to ask directions. If there had been three wise 
women instead of three wise men, they would have asked for di-
rections, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, cleaned the 
stable, made a casserole, and given some practical gifts!” 
 Beloved in Christ, today is the Epiphany of the Lord. 
Epiphany is from the Greek “epiphaneia,” which means 
“manifestation or appearance.” In the Greco-Roman context, it 
referred to the visible appearance of a deity; a sudden manifesta-
tion of power; the arrival of a king; or a saving intervention by a 
god or a ruler.  
 In our Christian context, Epiphany refers to Jesus’ first 
appearance to the Gentiles, ably represented by the Magi. St Paul 
makes it clear that the coming of the Messiah incorporated every-
one, even the Gentiles, into God's salvific plan. The Gentiles are 
now coheirs and copartners in Christ. 
 In the Gospel reading, Mathew gives an account of the 
visit of the Magi (Greek Magoi – magicians) from the East. These 
guys were traditional worshippers, if you like, voodoo priests. We 
can, in some way, call them scientists. They were people who 
studied the stars, interpreted dreams, and attempted to discern 
the signs of God’s activity in the world, much like present-day 
astrologers. But they saw an unusual sign in the sky, indicating 
that an extraordinary event had taken place: a king mightier and 
more sovereign than any other had been born. A king so power-
ful that even Herod was startled at the caliber and profile of the 
Magi seeking to meet him. They left everything and set out to 
meet him and give their lives in adoration and worship for him. 
They offered their gifts, which only point to the identity and mis-
sion of the newborn: Gold (his kingship), frankincense (his Divin-
ity), and myrrh (his suffering and death). 
 My dear friends, this leads us to the Epiphany question: 
why are they called wise men? The scripture never addressed 
them as wise men. We call them wise men because of the choices 
they made. That means what makes us wise is our choices and 
responses to the events of life. Imagine such a powerful set of 
voodoo priests or scientists, abandoning their shrines in search of 
Jesus and using their scientific knowledge to seek God more 
closely. But the reverse is the case in our generation; we tend to 
use our knowledge of science and technology to refute and chal-
lenge God’s existence. 
 However, we can contrast two supposedly sets of wise 
men in today’s Gospel. The wise men from the East, the Magi, 
who left everything in search of Jesus, and the “wise men in Jeru-
salem,” the chief priests and scribes. The former followed the 
rigors of the star, traveling miles, approximately a 3-month jour-
ney to see Jesus, yet the latter, who knew and quoted the scrip-
tures well, living a few miles away from Bethlehem, couldn't rec-
ognize the king before them. What a shame! 
 Three Questions we take Home and reflect upon    
1. How do I respond to God’s revelation of His existence, pres-
ence, and need to worship him everyday of my life? The Magi 
responded to the star by leaving their comfort zones to seek Je-
sus. Our star is the scripture and sacraments. How much time do 
I spend pressing the phone, watching TV shows, when I should be 
praying, or prioritizing weekend social events like soccer, foot-
ball, or going to the beach, rather than attending Mass on a Sun-
day?  
         2. How do I respond to the gospel message that challenges 
me to change of heart, attitude, and direction? The three wise 
men were warned never to return to Herod. That means every 
encounter with Christ should alter our path.    
            God bless you!  Father Gerald Muoka 



MASS INTENTION 
       Saturday  Jan  10, 2026      4:00pm               Esther (Vagnozzi)Dotts+                    Req by Shirley Washam 
       Sunday    Jan  11, 2026      8:00am               Julie Elkinton (Special Healing)         Req by Janet Meade 
       Sunday    Jan  11, 2026    10:30am               Severina Pizzuti+                                Req by Megan & Brian Pietro 
       Monday   Jan  12, 2026                                  No Mass 
      Tuesday    Jan  13, 2026     6:00pm               Charles Petrilla+                                  Req by Mickey Diserio 
 Wednesday    Jan  14, 2026     7:30am               George Hanlin (Birthday Blessing)     Req by  Julie Elkinton    
    Thursday    Jan  15, 2026     6:00pm                Doris Eileen Boniey+                         Req by Children 
      Friday       Jan  16,2026      7:30am                Simon Brice (Birthday Blessing)        Req by Julie Elkinton         
      Saturday   Jan  17, 2026     4:00pm                Joe Kurcina+                                       Req by Cecilia Wounaris         
      Sunday     Jan  18, 2026     8:00am                People of the Parish                 
      Sunday,    Jan  18, 2026   10:30am                Anthony D’Ulisse+                             Req by Family 
                                                                         

PRAYER INTENTIONS 
Michael Burd, Linda Cipriani, Lorraine Durante,  

Bill McFadden, Ed Nutter, Carmel Esposito, 
 Ken Norman, Antoinette Perkins, 

Addynn (Boo) Wood, Jeff & Ruth Ann Yost, Marie 
Reck, 

Emma Stevenson, LaVerne Sutak, Leonard Henline 
Sandra Lou Watsonberg 

          Please call the office to add or remove names. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANNOINTING WITH OIL SERVICE 
Every First Friday of the month after the 7:30am Mass 
 
HOME VISITS  Fr. Gerald is available every Friday for home visits. 
Please contact the office to schedule your visit.   
 
MASS INTENTIONS  Suggested cost is $10 for weekday and $20 
for weekend and holidays. The Sanctuary Lamp is also available for a 
suggested cost of $10 per week.  
 
ATTENTION PARISHIONERS  If you are a family member or are 
requesting a Mass and would like to take the gifts to the Altar,  please 
inform the ushers prior to the Mass. 

ALTAR AND ROSARY SOCIETY  Meetings will be held on the 
third Sunday of the month following the 8am Mass. All women are 
welcome. Any questions call Marge Gaudio at (304) 670-
7027.Meetings will resume in April 2026 

HOLY NAME Meetings will be held every 2nd Sunday of the 
month after 8am Mass. Meetings will resume in April 2026. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

JAN 14      The next University of Dayton  
VLCCF class, “Introduction to Scripture” will begin 
Wednesday, January 14th at 5:30pm in the Emmaus 

Room. Call Fred or Chris Welshans for more info at 304-
527-2030 

 
JAN  18     Church in the Developing World Collection 

 Liturgical Minister Schedule Jan 17th & Jan 18th  

                                            Eucharistic 
Mass     Lector                     Minister                   Server 
  
4pm    Cara Nicoloan    Caroyln DiPasquale     Kathi Rodgers 
 
8am     J Turbanic         Lynn Wright    Zach Border/D Velegol 
 

120 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!! 
 

PLANS FOR A SPECIAL EVENT  
CELEBRATING SAINT ANTHONY 

CHURCH’S ANNIVERSARY IN 2026. 
 

ANYONE INTERESTED IN  
VOLUNTEERING FOR A PLANNING  

COMMITTEE MAY CONTACT  
FATHER GERALD OR THE OFFICE 

 
We are Celebrating the Baptism of our Lord  

Sunday, Jan 11th after the 8am Mass.  
 

All children Baptized in 2025 along with their parents, Godparents and 
families will be attending the 8am Mass followed by a light breakfast 

in our church hall. 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

TUESDAY: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be held 
on Tuesdays from 5:30-6pm. 
 
WEDNESDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
O Come let us adore Him! Jesus said to the apostles in the gar-
den on the night before He died for us, “Could you not watch 
one hour  with Me.” (Mt 26:40) . He is now asking each of us to 
open our hearts and come spend 1 hour with Him in Eucharistic 
Adoration every Wednesday here at St Anthony’s between 8am 
and 12pm. Our Lord deserves that we spend time with Him and 
He is waiting. Worshiping the Real Presence of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is a powerful prayer with many blessings. 
Sign up sheets are available in the entry of the church. 
 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTION   Friday after 7:30am mass 


